
































































































































































































































































































































quietly and stood suspiciously in the 
middle of the small space while 
Beale locked the door into .the den. 

Now that he and the lion were 
safely and cosily locked into the 
white-tiled cubicle about eight by 
eight, he drew a long breath and 
tried to decide what to do next. 
"Down Nero! Sit, boy," he told the 
bulky brute, which Nero, after a 
suspicious sniff of his antiseptic sur­
roundings, obediently did. That was 
the first step, certainly. 

A hurried pounding on the outer 
door began. "Beale! Bob Beale!" he 
recognized the voice of Harris, one 
of the zoo guards. "You all right? 
Bob? Hey Bob!" 

"I'm ·all right, Tony," Beale called 
through the door, "but I've got Nero 
in here with me, and there are four 
thugs in the service room next door 
who were trying to get away with 
him. Send somebody for the boss 
and a bunch of the boys. You see 
they don't get ·away . . . that's their 
truck in the alley." 

He heard Harris shout away from 
the door and instantly after heard 
renewed commotion in the next 
room. "We gotta get outa here!" 
"He's got the lion in there." "Some­
body go in and get Judd!" "You 
get him, then!" "Not me, I'm getting 
outa here!" 

There was a scrabbling noise from 
the next room, the rasp of the 

outer door being opened . . . then 
the sound of a fight from the 
alley . . . thuds, grunts, shouts, the 
sound of the gnashing of the truck's 
gears and the rumble of its en­
gine • . . then as the noise seemed to 

LATTER-DAY DANIEL 

recede up the alley, Judd's voice 
could _ be heard howling, "Get me 
outa here! Help! Help! Get me out!" 

Nero's tail curled up at the end 
and switched from side to side. 
"Steady, boy," Beale told him and 
moved to stand beside him and 
stroked his mane. "I know he sounds 
delicious, but you've had yours for 
today." 

Footsteps moved in the next room. 
Bob assumed that the door to the 
den was being opened, for he heard 
a woman's voice say, "Where are 
you? I can't see anything." 

"Over here." Judd's voice died 
away through a whimper. 

"There. Put your arm around my 
neck. Can you stand up?" Her •tones 
came clearly ili.rough the door. 
"Now, up!" He could hear them 
moving uncertainly toward the door, 
then through it. "UNCLE JUDD!" 
he heard her shout. "Uncle Judd! 
What are you doing here?" 

A sobbing whimper was the only 
reply. 

"Well, let me look at you." A 
pause. ''That arm's pretty bad, but 
the rest of you doesn't seem to be 
touched. I'll help you to a doctor." 

A grumble. 
"What?" 
"Gotta get out of here before 

they catch me." 
"You've got to get to a doctor at 

once," she objected. 
"Lemme go. I'll get to a doctor. 

Gimme your coat. I'll put it over 
my arm, and nobody will notice 
it." Judd seemed to be regaining com­
petency but fast. 

"No, Uncle Judd . . . hey 
ouch!" 
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"Gimme that coat, I said!" 
"Oh, all right." Another pause. 

"Here." 
The door slammed. Then Beale 

heard a shout. "Got him. That 
makes all four!" Beale could hear 
tramping of several sets of feet up 
the alley. 

The door opened and shut again. 
Then there was knocking on his own 
door once more. "Mr. Beale?" 

"What is it?" 
"Are you really in there with the 

lion?" 
"Sure." 
"What are you going to do now?" 
"Are they all gone outside?" 
"Yes." 
"Well, sweetheart, you go back 

in and lock .the door from the ser­
vice room to the den, and I'll put 
Nero back in the cage." 

"All right." He could hear her re­
enter and do as he'd told her. Then 
he took Nero by the mane and 
turned his head around toward the 
door to the den. 

"Up, Nero." The lion stood up 
and ·turned obediently as Beale 
forced his head around. Beale led 
him the two steps to the door, un­
locked it, stood aside, gave Nero a 
mild kick in the rump. "In there, 
boy." And in the lion went, to be 
locked s~curely back in his own safe 
quarters. 

Beale relaxed, and his hand went, 
routinely, abstractedly, to the show­
er button; and he caught himself 
just in time to ·avoid a thorough 
soaking. 

"Mr. Beale ... " She was outside 
again. 

He went to the outer door and 
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opened it to find her looking up at 
him. · 

"Hi!" he greeted her. "A good 
day's work. Thanks for the tip. Now 
you better scoot along before they 
catch you, .too." He gestured down 
the alley with the left arm stump 
and the coat sleeve swung free. 

As he stuffed the sleeve awkward­
ly into the pocket, she said, "Catch 
me?" 

''Talking • . . consorting • • • with 
me." 

"Oh, that." She laughed relieved­
ly. "I can consort with anybody 
now. That "thug" was my mother's 
brother, Judd. I've been consorting 
with my mother for years, you know, 
so I'm a permanent security risk. 
The Animal Protective League is 
done with me as soon as they find 
out. I'm unemployed as of this min­
ute." She laughed even more mer­
rily; ·and Bob Beale was surprised 
to find bow infectious freedom seem­
ed to make her laughter. He grinned. 

"When I get my other arm on, 
honey," he told her, "we can start 
consorting without wasting a min­
ute. I wouldn't want you to feel too 
unemployed." 

I t was a mere two days later; and 
the lion !Was tugging him toward 

the front of the cage, teeth firmly 
sunk into the elbow joint. Beale's 
eyes could search the crowd for the 
crisp black ringlets under the peaked 
white cap of a popcorn vendor. She 
was yelling with them for all she was 
worth. 

So Beale did not just stand there 
and watch the lion chew off his 
left arm. He helped. END 
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